
City of White Sulphur Springs

The work session meeting olthe City Council was held on March 23,2021 at 5:00 P.M. Mayor Rick Nelson
called the meeting to order with the following members present:

Public Comment The Mayor asked if there were any Public Comment and stated that this is the time for
individuals to comment on matters falling within the purview of the Council. Please approach the podium,
and state your name and address for the record. There will also be an opportunity in conjunction with each
agenda item for comments perlaining to that item. Please limit your comments to three minutes. Please
refrain from any conversation amongst yourselves.

Council Discussion: Interim Land Use (Zoning) Ordinance 377 -(City Atty S. Wordal)
Review emails & letters from the public. Discuss issue generally, entertairl/suggest potential changes to existing

document.

The Mayor read out loud the emails and letters from the public, posted on the City's website, Connie Manga/Rick
Ellison, Jess Secrest, Heather Harington, Tif Sweeney, Amy Schmechel, Rob Brandt, Charles & BJ Hawkins, Mitch
& Maria Billis, Dayna Shepherd, Hans Morkeberg, and Jennifer Frazer. The Mayor, City Attomey, and Council
discussed the notes that they have gathered up from the last meeting held at the Couft House February 1". Most of
the public comment was against zoning or certain aspects of it. There were a few of the public in favor of
zoning. [t was asked whether the issue ofzoning could be put to a vote. The City Attorney, Susan Wordal,
said that zoning is considered a policing action rather than a change in govemment structure, it normally
would not be put to a vote.

It was discussed that MCA 8.306 Interim Zoning, the Montana zoning statute also authorizes municipalities to adopt
"interim" zoning to protect the public safety, health, and welfare. Such zoning may be enacted as an urgency measure

in order to prohibit or otherwise restrict uses that may be in conflict with a contemplated zoning proposal that the
governing body is considering, studying, or intending to study within a reasonable time. The governing body may
adopt interim zoning without following the normal procedures required for adopting municipal zoning. After holding
a properly noticed public hearing, the governing body may adopt interim zoning for a maximum period of6 months,
with the opportunity for two extensions of one year.

The Mayor and Council reviewed Pattie Berg's zoning comments, but would need more time to look through it all.
Both the Mayor and the Council appreciated Pattie Berg's zoning language comments and incorporating what the
public comments were. The Mayor, Susan Wordal, and Council discussed the zoning map and changes. It was

suggested to make it a less restrictive more reasonable zoning process. Some were not comfortable ofthe #9 version's
proposed language. It was said that this is not like how it is in White Sulphur Springs it is more like it is in Red Lodge

or Bozeman, like a tourist trap. It was said that some zoning but not so many specifications, to do what are the needs

of White Sulphur Springs.

lt was suggested to go through the document page by page and kind of staft over to meet the needs of the community.
The Council work session discussions will continue on April 20'r' at 5:30 pm to give everyone time to review the
proposed changes from Pattie Berg and think through the definitions on the map.

Pattie Berg
Michele Walker
Ron Coleman
Stacy Menard



Mayor Rick Nelson - Comments
The Mayor said that the County suggested that Clean Up Day be May 1'r. The Mayor said that the School
had asked ifthey could post on the light pole banners on Main Street the senior classes pictures.

Comments/Discussion on Future Business

Council Comments/Discussion

President ofthe City Council - Pattie Berg
It was asked ifthe millings timeline had been set from the State. The Mayor said that the State was unsure ifthe
June 14rh millings project would need to be postponed until the fall or next year, but he would ask them what
their final plans were. The millings would come from US highway l2 between Checkerboard and the
Jamison Trail area. This could impact the streets projects planned for this summer. The City Crew
would need to have a firm time date so that they could prep for the streets before the millings anive on
the designated streets in town.

Council Member - Michele Walker
It was suggested to have a hardship form from residents needing assistance fill out privately at the City office
instead of handling it at the Council meetings.

It was suggested to propose a later date for the annual clean up date to the County. Hopefully, a volunteer group

could be in place that would be able to help the residents that are in need of some assistance to help them out
with their properties.

Council Member Ron Coleman
It was asked about where the City Crew was on obtaining a CDL. The Mayor said that they received their books
and are studying to take the written exam. The DMV services are available the first Wednesday of the month,
Friday March 26'r', April 9'h, April 23'd. and then every other Friday after the first Wednesday May 5th continuing
further in the future months. The driving part will be scheduled and done in Helena. The Mayor said that a few of
the potholes have been filled with gravel for now until the weather warms up to patch.

The Mayor asked the Council ifthere is a motion to adjourn the meeting. Pattie Berg motioned to adjoum the meeling
Ron Coleman seconded the motion. All said Aye. Meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm.
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Comments/Discussion

Council Member Stacy Menard
If was suggested to have the annual City/County Clean Up Day a later date. May l" seems a little
early and too cool. Residents tend to not want to start cleaning up their yards until the warmer weather arrives.


